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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A Full Council notes the content of the report and makes any recommendations 

appropriate to it. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. The Council is presented with a petition regarding the use of funds it holds 

relating to grounds maintenance agreements with developers relating to the 
Church Langley area. The Council hold a number of funds which were 
established using payments made to the Council. These stem from a collection 
of various planning and individual estate grounds maintenance agreements 
negotiated with the 15 or so separate house builders and the master planner 
involved in the planning and delivery of the Church Langley development. 

 
2. The main element of the funding represent a fixed purpose trust fund attached to 

a covenant for the Council to undertake specified landscaping maintenance for 
an indefinite time period. The Infrastructure Fund has been the subject of 
previous reviews involving Council Officers and Church Langley Councillors. 

 
3. As a result of the reviews it was agreed that the infrastructure agreement exists 

to cover the woodland, footpaths, play areas and associated landscaped areas: 
 
a) To ensure that the woodland is managed in accordance with good 

practices; 
 

b) To keep landscaped areas mowed and free from rubbish and weeds; 
 

c) At least once every planting season, replace diseased or dead shrubs, 
plants or trees with similar ones (but can be substituted, for example, on 
health and safety grounds); and 
 

d) To maintain footpaths or play areas for which any machinery or apparatus 
on the same should be maintained for 15 years. 

 



4. Further work has been ongoing since last autumn with Council Officers, local 
ward Councillors and residents to identify an updated programme of works for 
grounds maintenance across the Church Langley area for which the funding will 
be used in subsequent years. 

 
 

ISSUES/PROPOSALS 
 
5. A major issue with this project has been the identification of land ownership 

which is very problematic. Some of the areas where grounds maintenance 
issues are frequently reported are actually still either in the ownership of 
developers or can be identified as the responsibility of the residents who own the 
land. 

 
6. In order to maintain the funds in perpetuity, it will be necessary to carefully 

profile expenditure so that adequate balances remain across a protracted 
timescale in keeping with the original agreements. 

 
7. Having worked closely with local Councillors and residents a proposed phase of 

work has been prepared which will address the key issues raised during the site 
visits and subsequent discussions. The work will require an immediate 
application of £133,400 from the fund and will leave an ongoing works 
programme to be designed at a cost of £10,600 per annum for the next 40 years 
before the funds are exhausted. The table below outlines the work which could 
be procured and undertaken across the Church Langley area. 

 
Table 1 – List of Proposed One-off Works 

 

Proposed Works 
Estimated 

Cost 
£ 

Bridleway Fencing adjoining Barnsley Wood 11,800 

Replacement Knee Rails Kiln Lane/CL Way 3,700 

Replanting / gapping up shrub beds incl. mulching 19,100 

Surface drainage – bridleway CL Way 12,500 

Biodiversity improvements to Ponds 10,800 

Sweep/Remark CL Playing field car park 2,000 

CL Playing fields – Verti Draining 3,500 

Play area equipment replacement 25,000 

Cutting back vegetation from footpaths and ditches  30,000 

Land ownership project 15,000 

  

Total proposed one off schemes to be funded  133,400 

 
8. As part of this project the Council will engage resources to continue the work to 

identify land ownership across the area and to ensure that the land owners take 
responsibility for the maintenance of those areas. 

 
 
 



IMPLICATIONS 
 
Place (Includes Sustainability) 
The proposed works would benefit future landscape management in the relevant 
area whilst the sum proposed for annual expenditure will allow a modest uplift in 
routine maintenance standards for matters such as grass cutting and hedge 
maintenance. 
Author: Michael Pitt, Environment and Licensing Manager on behalf of Andrew 
Bramidge, Project Director – Enterprise Zone and Interim Head of Planning 
 
Finance (Includes ICT) 
As detailed within the report. 
Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance and Deputy to the Managing Director 
 
Housing 
None specific. 
Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 
 
Community Wellbeing (Includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 
None specific. 
Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing 
 
Governance (Includes HR) 
The Council is responsible for landscape maintenance for this development, for 
which a capital sum was paid to the Council by the developer.  The larger of the 
receipts was accompanied by a formal planning agreement made under Section 52 
of the Town & Country Planning Act 1971, and therefore must be treated as though it 
were a fixed purpose trust fund attached to a covenant to undertake specified 
landscaping maintenance for an indefinite time period. 
Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance and Deputy to the Managing Director 
on behalf of Simon Hill, Head of Governance 
 
 
Appendices 
 
None. 
 
Background Papers 
 
None. 
 
Glossary of terms/abbreviations used 
 
None. 
 

 


